S Sara “Sally” Love Downcy:

With remarkable sadness, we share the news of Sally Downey’s, HAP
Lifetime Trustee, passing. Her charismatic energy and infectious
compassion will be remembered by our community. Sally was a
longtime leader in the early hospice movement having served as
president and long-time board member of Horizon Hospice, Chicago’s
first hospice. We are proud of Sally’s leadership and advocacy that
expanded compassionate end-of-life care for many families. Her
legacy and commitment will continue in our organization’s work to
ensure compassionate end-of-life care for patients with serious
illnesses.

Sally’s genuine warmth and joy of life will be deeply missed. Our
heartfelt condolences are extended to her family.

HAP Heritage Event: Thank you!
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The HAP Foundation is deeply grateful to all who attended this year’s
HAP Heritage event honoring Bill Kesler, the Robert H. & Terri L. Cohn
Family Foundation, and Martha Twaddle, MD. The luncheon celebrated
the leaders and their many years of commitment to end-of-life care
while continuing to make an impact for future generations.

Honoring HAP Lifetime Trustee: Michael Beemer
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Honoring a

LIFETIME TRUSTEE

of The HAP Foundation

Michael Beemer

Each month, The HAP Foundation recognizes a Lifetime Trustee for their
extraordinary contribution to end-of-life care. This month, we are proud
to recognize Michael Beemer.

Michael has been a leader and ambassador for end-of-life care for over
30 years. He served on the JourneyCare Board of Directors and
JourneyCare Foundation’s Board of Trustees, participated in numerous
committees, and chaired several major charitable campaigns. His
involvement began in 1980 with Midwest Palliative & Hospice CareCenter
and continues today with The HAP Foundation. To acknowledge Michael
and his late wife Diane’s commitment to our work, HAP named the
Diane & Michael Beemer Philanthropic award in their honor. This award
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is given annually to an individual or family who embodies the Beemers
generous spirit and support of end-of-life care.

The HAP Foundation is deeply grateful for Michael’s continued
contributions to end-of-life care in Illinois.

HAP Golf Tournament: Monday, June 22, 2026

Join us on Monday, June 22 for HAP’s annual Golf Outing hosted by
HAP Trustee MaggieLapcewich. The course is filling quickly, so be sure
to reserve your foursome. We look forward to welcoming golfers at 10:30
a.m. with a shotgun start at noon. The day includes lunch, golf, cocktails,
and dinner. Back again this year -- shoot your shot against a
Professional Golfer! Come for some fun on the Riverside Golf Club
course in support of The HAP Foundation.
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Adult Palliative Care Clinical Training with EPEC

cepec

Education in Palliative and End-of-Life Care®

The HAP Foundation and Education in Palliative and End-of-Life Care
(EPEC) based at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
are hosting a 12-month clinical training program focused on adult
palliative care in home- and community-based settings. Thanks to
generous support from donors to this program, a scholarship
of $450 will be provided to the first 40 registrants. Register
here.

We encourage nurse practitioners, physician assistants,
registered nurses, social workers, community health workers,
certified nursing assistants and emergency services
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personnel to take part in this opportunity. This clinically focused
program includes monthly virtual training sessions, ongoing
networking, and collaborative learning opportunities throughout the
year. Regionally and nationally recognized clinical experts will lead
sessions focused on providing home- and community-based palliative
care. The program will launch with a full-day, in-person conference on
October 2, 2026, in Springfield, Illinois.

CLHPN Symposium: Call for Proposals

2026
CHILD LIFE HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE NETWORK
VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM

Call for Proposals

Title: Where Play Meets Practice: Advancing Care for
Children Facing Grief and Serious lllness
Symposium Date: October 22, 2026

Location: Zoom

Submissions Close: 12 Midnight May 22, 2026

Learn more at TheHAPFoundation.org/clhpn
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The HAP Foundation is accepting proposals for the 2026 Child Life
Hospice & Palliative Network (CLHPN) Virtual Symposium on October
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22, 2026. We invite healthcare professionals working with children,
adolescents, young adults, or children of adult patients to submit a
proposal to present at this international symposium. This year’s theme
is Where Play Meets Practice: Advancing Care for Children Facing Grief
and Serious Illness. The content of presentations at our symposium
will focus on working with patients through disease progression, end-
of-life, anticipatory grief, and bereavement. The deadline to submit a
proposal is Friday, May 22, 2026. Submission requirements can be
found here.

Help.Guide.Thrive: New Community Operations
Care HUB
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\ Operations Hub
’ IPHA - IPHCA

Formed by The HAP Foundation, Illinois Public Health Association, and
Illinois Primary Health Care Association, Help.Guide.Thrive (HGT HUB)
launched in Illinois as a community operations care HUB to support
networks of healthcare providers and community-based organizations by
coordinating resources and services that address a broad range of
health-related social needs. For more information, visit our website.

Illinois Pediatric Learning_Collaborative: May
Session
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The Illinois Pediatric Learning Collaborative is honored to have Dr.
Kristen Leadbetter share her experience in Perinatal Care on Thursday,
May 21, 2026. Dr. Leadbetter is an Associate Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine and an
expert in neonatal and perinatal medicine. Her passion for working with
patients and families creates an energetic and engaging learning
environment for anyone looking to advance their knowledge and practice
with perinatal and neonatal patients. Register here.

Case Study by HAP’s Scott Cox on Pediatric Hospice
and Palliative Care
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Scott Cox, Director of Pediatric Programs, recently published Ripple in
Still Water: Taboo Topic, Real Experience in the Case Management

Society of America’s online journal. The article focuses on advancing
pediatric hospice and palliative care services through expanding
education on the landscape of current services, highlighting patient and
family experiences, and identifying ways to improve service delivery.

Join the Conversation!

The Community Health Learning Collaborative (CHLC) is a monthly
convening of Community Health Workers (CHWSs), Promotores de Salud,
Community Health Representatives, CHW Allies, community members,
and clinicians that provides opportunities to discuss emerging issues in
community health, share organizational announcements, and experience
fellowship with like-minded individuals. Each CHLC convening includes
education programs to encourage us, inform our work, and open
dialogue about critical issues that impact our organizations. Not able to
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attend? Check HAP’s community education page for recordings of
previous sessions. To learn more, contact Maureen Burns
at mburns@thehapfoundation.org.

Please join the CHLC for a virtual session on Wednesday, May 20, 2026,
from noon to 1:00 p.m. CT entitled “"Courageous Conversations:
Preventing Sleep-Related Infant Death.” Sleep-related infant death, often
known as "SIDS,” remains the leading cause of death for infants once
home from the hospital after birth. This session will cover how and why
these deaths occur, who they affect most, and what can be done to
prevent them. Stories, data, and resources will be shared from speakers
from the Cook County Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) Case
Registry and Community Partnership Approaches to Safe Sleep (CPASS)-
Chicago to learn how to hold courageous conversations with families.
Please email mburns@thehapfoundation.org to receive an invitation and
link for the virtual meeting.

On June 29, the CHLC is hosting a virtual session on “Harm Reduction
Training for CHWs” from noon to 1:30 p.m. CT. Join us as we welcome
Tyreka Davis, BSN, RN, Chelsie Nunez, BSN, RN, and Dr. Pamela
Chambers, DNP, EJD, MSN, CPPS, CPCHE, CRNA, FAANA of the Rosalind
Franklin University Nurse Anesthesia Program. As part of a research
study, they will provide attendees with structured harm reduction
education designed for CHWs and focused on naloxone administration
and FTS use. This project evaluates whether harm reduction education
on naloxone and FTS improves CHWs’ knowledge and confidence in
high-risk populations. The goal is to enhance community health
infrastructure and ensure equitable access to overdose response
services. Please note: This educational session is part of a research
study and will include the use of validated pre- and post-intervention
assessments. Please read the recruitment letter upon registration for
more information. Please email mburns@thehapfoundation.org to
receive an invitation and link for the virtual meeting.
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Join us for The HAP Foundation’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group,
offered virtually. Monthly sessions provide family caregivers of

individuals with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia with education,
guidance, and a supportive community led by trained Community Health

Workers.

. Join us virtually on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, from 10:00 to 11:00

a.m. CT via Zoom. Click here to register.

. Join us virtually on Wednesday, July 1, 2026, from 10:00 to 11:00

a.m. CT via Zoom. Click here to register.

Grief Circles
Are you grieving someone’s death? Are you looking for support and

community with others who are grieving? This group, facilitated by HAP

Community Health Workers, uses peer support to build community
among participants while honoring and processing grief. It is open to
any adult who is grieving the death of any person.

. Spanish group: Wednesday, May 20, 2026, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

CT. Register here.

. English group: Tuesday, June 16, 2026, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. CT.

Register here.

. Spanish group: Wednesday, June 17, 2026, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

CT. Register here.
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Email Preference Center

The HAP Foundation
18W140 Butterfield RD. Suite 990, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
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