
  

  

August 2025 
 

We hope you enjoy this month’s HAPpenings at HAP! 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Lynda P. Bollman Butterfly Picnic on Sept. 14, 2025 
 
  
 



  

http://go.pardot.com/e/1044363/ion-butterfly-picnic-9-14-2025/945nz/482396861/h/FhqT31kXM98VOP56r8yHDjEFHwdKjhgUxJkU_L56R0M


The HAP Foundation is proud to host the Butterfly Picnic as an annual day of 
remembrance for families and friends who experienced the loss of a child. On 
Sunday, September 14, 2025, we will come together to honor, celebrate, and 
remember with meaningful activities. This is a free event, but registration is 
required. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

AmeriCorps Seniors Workforce Program Launches in 
Southern Illinois 
  
 

  

The HAP Foundation launched the AmeriCorps Seniors Workforce 
Program in Jackson and Williamson Counties. We are actively 
recruiting individuals aged 55+ living in these Illinois counties to 
participate in the program. Participants will be trained as Community 
Health Workers and placed with community organizations that are 
host sites for work experience. Apply by August 22. If you are 
interested in becoming a host site, contact Rachael Telleen 
at rtelleen@thehapfoundation.org. Additionally, we encourage you to 
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view this story featuring interviews with HAP President Joseph Matty 
in the Southern Illinoisan, WSIU radio, and WJPF radio.  
 

  
 

________________________________________ 
 

Child Life Hospice & Palliative Network Virtual 
Symposium: October 23, 2025 
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The HAP Foundation’s Child Life Hospice and Palliative Network (CLHPN) is 
hosting its first virtual symposium –  Through a Child’s Eyes: Supporting 
Families Impacted by Serious Illness and Loss – on Thursday, October 
23, 2025. This event is virtual to accommodate our international network and 
all pediatric hospice and palliative care professionals nationwide. The 
symposium is open to all disciplines within the interdisciplinary team. 
Attendees will learn in eight break-out presentations. Options span topics from 
navigating end-of-life conversations and addressing disparities for Spanish 
speaking children to learning about a father’s experience in caring for children 
with life-limiting diagnoses. CEUs/PDUs will be offered. To learn more and 
register, visit our website. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

Save the Date! The HAP Foundation presents Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta on the End-of-Life Journey  
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http://go.pardot.com/e/1044363/pta-on-the-end-of-life-journey/945pl/482396861/h/FhqT31kXM98VOP56r8yHDjEFHwdKjhgUxJkU_L56R0M


Join us for a conversation with Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Emmy Award-Winning 
Neurosurgeon and CNN Chief Medical Correspondent, on Thursday, October 
30, 2025, at the University Club of Chicago. Dr. Gupta will lead a discussion 
exploring the intersection of health, storytelling, and end-of-life care. Lunch 
will be served. A VIP experience includes meeting Dr. Gupta after the 
presentation. Tickets are available on HAP’s website. This event is 
possible thanks to the generous support of Kimberly Duchossois. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

HAP CHWs Complete Apprenticeship Program 
 
  
 

   

We are excited to announce that, to date, seven individuals have completed 
the HAP CHW Apprenticeship Program! HAP CHWs Jony Vargas, Melissa 
Gomez, and Kaitlyn Macias were presented with Certificates of Completion by 
HAP President Joseph Matty.  
 
Read feedback from our apprentices about the program: 

• “I learned about health issues I previously had no knowledge of, and 
now I have valuable information I can use to support my community.”  

• “One of the most impactful things I learned was the difference between 
palliative care and hospice care. I could relate to the information 
through past experiences, and now I feel confident and comfortable 
discussing it with others.”  
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• “Our instructors went above and beyond to educate us and share 
helpful resources.”  

• “The HAP Foundation supported me in many ways—from guidance and 
foundational knowledge to helping me carry out my CHW duties more 
effectively.”  

• “Advanced Care Planning had a profound impact on me. It made me 
realize the importance of documenting my wishes. In my culture, we 
often avoid conversations about death, but HAP helped me learn how 
to approach these sensitive topics with compassion and clarity.”  

  
To learn more about the CHW Apprenticeship program, visit our website. 

  

________________________________________ 
 

Pediatric Hospice and Palliative Care Advocacy 
Efforts 
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The HAP Foundation’s Lynda P. Bollman Pediatric Hospice and Palliative Care 
program  recently visited Congressman Darin LaHood (IL-16)’s Peoria office, 
meeting with Laura Pollastrini, a member of his local staff. We are grateful for 
the time spent learning about how systems can better support children with 
medical complexities. The HAP Foundation teamed up with Krystle Myers of 
The Hope Project for Kids and Ellen Byrne of Illinois Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organization for this important conversation to build awareness of and 
support for the Illinois State Plan Amendment (SPA) 1915(i) Wavier 
Application, HR1509 Bill – Accelerating Kids’ Access to Care Act of 2025 and 
S932 – Give Kids a Chance Act of 2025.   
 

http://go.pardot.com/e/1044363/pediatrics-/945ps/482396861/h/FhqT31kXM98VOP56r8yHDjEFHwdKjhgUxJkU_L56R0M


The SPA is awaiting Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) approval 
to authorize home-based pediatric palliative care for Illinois children enrolled in 
Medicaid. The HAP Foundation is hopeful that the approval of this SPA will 
provide incentives for community hospice and palliative care organizations to 
care for pediatric patients. HR1509 will allow Illinois families to travel to other 
states for required treatment, eliminating an often-lengthy Medicaid approval 
process by streamlining the enrollment process for eligible out-of-state 
providers under Illinois Medicaid and CHIP. Additionally, S932 amends the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow greater access to molecularly 
targeted pediatric cancer investigations. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

Virtual Session on Coping with Grief and Loss 
 
  
 

  

Loss and grief are a part of all our lives yet navigating grief can feel 
overwhelming. It can be a struggle to cope with the death of a significant 
person. This presentation provides a guide to different types of loss and how 
they affect us. We will also discuss different categories of grief and grief-
informed care. Participants will learn coping strategies and how best to 
support others as they grieve. Offered in conjunction with The Village Chicago, 
please register for this free virtual event on Saturday, August 30 from 11:00 
AM to 12:30 PM CT. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

OSF’s Children’s Hospital of Illinois & The HAP 
Foundation 
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HAP’s Lynda P. Bollman Pediatric Program is proud of our developing 
partnership with the Pediatric Palliative Care Team at OSF’s Children’s Hospital 
of Illinois (CHOI) in Peoria. The CHOI Palliative Team recently gathered with 
the Lynda P. Bollman Pediatric Program Director to discuss their pediatric 
palliative care program, available resources in the community, clinical and 
community education needs, and advocacy efforts to expand pediatric 
palliative care in Illinois. CHOI’s Pediatric Palliative Care Program’s dynamic 
interdisciplinary team includes new and experienced professionals who provide 
family-centered care to seriously ill children and their families from throughout 
Illinois. CHOI is an invaluable Illinois resource. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

HAP CHWs at NACHW Unity Conference 
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Maureen Burns, Director of Community Health, and Jony Vargas, Community 
Education Associate and Research Liaison, represented The HAP Foundation at 
the National Association of Community Health Workers (NACHW)Unity 
Conference, which brought together community health workers from across 
the country to share, learn, and collaborate on advancing health equity and 
community-centered care. Community Health Workers remain steadfastly 
determined working towards a better healthcare system with a commitment to 
serving communities in the most difficult times. Maureen and Jony focused on 
expanding CHW awareness about serious illness care, hospice, palliative care, 
and grief support by sharing educational tools and resources at HAP’s booth. 

 

________________________________________ 
 

National Make-A-Will Month 
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August is NationalMake-A-Will Month highlighting the importance of 
creating a will to protect the people and organizations you love. Over half of 
American adults do not have an up-to-date will, and without one, assets can 
be divided based on state law instead of your wishes.Just as a home is more 
than bricks and mortar, your will is more than a document. It is your 
opportunity to plan ahead, and honor your family and the organizations you 
believe in. A will provides: 

• Peace of mind: A will can designate trusted guardians for children and 
pets; help ensure that your assets are distributed to whom you 
choose; and take decision-making responsibility and guesswork off 
your family members by documenting your intentions. 

• Impact: By including a legacy gift to The HAP Foundation in your will, 
you can help us build a world where no one is without access to 
hospice and palliative care and grief support. 

• Love: Your will is a love letter to your family and to the organizations 
that have made a difference to you. 

We are deeply grateful for your compassion and proud of the difference we 
have made together. If you haven’t already, we hope that you will consider 
ensuring the continuation of The HAP Foundation’s crucial work by including 
HAP in your estate planning. Thank you for putting your trust in The HAP 



Foundation and partnering with us in our shared mission. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please reach out to Christine Post-Duncan at cpost-
duncan@thehapfoundation.org. 
  

 

________________________________________ 
 

   

Join the Conversation! 
 

The Community Health Learning Collaborative (CHLC) is a monthly convening 
of Community Health Workers (CHWs), Promotores de Salud, Community 
Health Representatives, CHW Allies, community members, and clinicians 
providing opportunities to discuss emerging issues in community health care, 
share organizational announcements, and experience fellowship with like-
minded individuals! Each CHLC convening includes education programming to 
encourage us, inform our work, and open dialogue about critical issues that 
impact our organizations. Not able to attend? Check HAP’s community 
education page for recordings of previous sessions. To learn more, contact 
Maureen Burns at mburns@thehapfoundation.org. 
 

Please join the CHLC for a virtual session on Wednesday, September 24, 2025, 
from noon to 1:00 PM CT. This session will feature Tara Latta, Director of 
Community Outreach & Education at My Density Matters. After her diagnosis 
with breast cancer following her mother's passing from the disease, Tara 
became passionate about improving early detection. Tara is fiercely committed 
to health equity and eradicating breast cancer for all. This presentation will 
share insights and lessons learned from two years of impactful breast health 
education and outreach on Chicago's South Side. Please 
email mburns@thehapfoundation.org to receive an invitation and link for the 
virtual meeting.  
  

  

________________________________________ 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Upcoming Community Support Groups 
 

 

Dementia Caregiver Support Groups  
 

Join us for The HAP Foundation’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group, offered 
both virtually and in person. Our monthly sessions provide caregivers of 
individuals with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia with education, 
guidance, and a supportive community led by trained Community Health 
Workers. 
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• Join us virtually on Wednesday, September 3, 2025, from 10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. CST. Click here to register. 

• Join us in person on Wednesday, October 1, 2025, from 10:00 to 
11:00 AM CT at the Summit Park Library, 6233 S. Archer Road, 
Summit, IL 60501. Click here to register. 

 

 

Lynda P. Bollman Pediatric Family Caregiver Support Group  
 

If you are a parent or family member currently caring for a child with medical 
complexities or affected by childhood cancer, join us for a virtual support group 
on the second Monday and Tuesday of each month. Each meeting will begin 
with a new topic for discussion. No registration required. 

• September Meeting - Monday, September 8 at Noon or Tuesday, 
September 9 at 6:00 p.m. 

• October Meeting - Monday, October 13 at noon CT or Tuesday, October 
14 at 6:00 PM CT.  
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