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Seeking those who want to be trained to help
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Decatur resident Bob Brilley talks the need for volunteers with Rachael Telleen, executive director of community
education for the HAP Foundation. Brilley said he was pleased that HAP wants to train community health worker
volunteers in Macon County.
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Joseph Matty, president of the HAP Foundation, talks about the new community health worker volunteer
program coming to Macon County.

DECATUR — Bob Brilley is a 75-year-old Decatur man worried that too many of his
fellow seniors grow old and lonely with the feeling there is nobody left who cares

about them.

He’d like to see something done about that, which is one of the reasons he came along
to the Decatur Public Library on Thursday to check out the Macon County launch of

the AmeriCorps Seniors Workforce program.

This is a new initiative that aims to train volunteers aged 55 and older how to

become community health workers.

The training lasts for at least 40 hours and is divided over 11 weeks with those

selected being paid a monthly stipend of up to $200 while they learn. They are then
matched with partner organizations — examples being the American Red Cross, the
Alzheimer’s Association, senior centers and so on — where graduates of the training

agree to volunteer up to six hours a week for up to five months.
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Their jobs range from connecting patients in need with the right services and helping
them navigate the healthcare system to just being a good listener and sounding board

for those who could use a knowledgeable, sympathetic ear.

For Brilley, who spent 18 years as a volunteer at the former Macon County Senior
Center, the prospect of a new and educated volunteer corps galloping over the

horizon to the rescue of our senior population is very welcome.

“We need more people caring about our seniors,” he said. “I think this is a great
thing. And even if it's just someone to go to someone's house and talk to them, it’s

worth it.”

The new training program is about a lot more than just senior issues, however, and is
being run by the not-for-profit HAP Foundation, using a portion of $332,000 in
federal grant money. HAP stands for Hospice and Palliative Care Research &
Education, and HAP President Joseph P. Matty said end of life and just about every
other aspect of health care and well-being is something community health worker

volunteers can help with.

“We want to make sure that regardless of who you are or your zip code, you have
access to the services and support you are entitled to,” he added. “And that is where
our trained community health workers can help. At the end of the day, it's about
looking out for each other.”
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Similar programs have already been
launched by HAP in Peoria and
Sangamon counties with a total of 24
volunteers at work. Not all who hear
the call are chosen, however. Rachael
Telleen, HAP’s executive director of
community education, said the
foundation has to be picky about who

makes the cut.

“We do want to make sure they are a

good fit because we spend a lot of time

giving them the skills they need,” she

Matty

explained.

“We need them to be good, kind people who really want to help others; we can then

give them the rest.”

For more information, contact Eva Haubrich at 312-934-0483 or
Ehaubrich@thehapfoundation.org. Volunteer applications are available at

thehapfoundation.org/AmeriCorps/
You must live in Macon County and have your application in by Feb. 6.

Organizations interested in partnering with HAP to host community health worker

volunteers should contact Rachael Telleen at RTelleen@thehapfoundation.org

2024 Year in Review: Best Photos of Macon County
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